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added a number of particular arguments in favour of abandon-
ing Gibraltar and the East Indies.

If the Mother-Country would gain by abandoning her
Colonies, equally would the Colonies benefit by emancipation.
Emancipation would diminish the risk of bad government due
either to a clash of interests or to sheer ignorance on the part
of administrators sent out to govern Dependencies. You
cannot, said Bentham, want a Colony except for the purpose
of governing it badly. Govern it well; and it is no use to
you! 'Govern it as well as the inhabitants would govern it
themselves, you must choose them to govern it whom they
themselves would choose . , . you must take those measures
and none others which they themselves would take. But
would this be governing, and what would it be worth to you
if it were?' Bentham's practical suggestions then were: Main-
tain in your Colonies no military forces or works; pay
nothing towards the administration of the Colonies; nominate
officials only if, and so long as, the Colonies ask you to do
so, and instruct your Governors to assent to all Bills presented
to them. Above all, remember that trade is limited by capital,
and consequently that no legislation, no bounty, no tariffs,
or anything of the sort can increase it. Do not therefore ask
for or concede preferential rates; make no wars to impose, or
alliances to obtain them; above all, give no encouragement
to individual traders by giving them bounties, or by taxing
or prohibiting their trade competitors.

Having thus, as he supposed, swept away the impediments
to international amity, Bentham proposed positively to pro-
mote it by various expedients. He proposed to establish an
International Court of Judicature but not to entrust to it any
coercive power; to set up a Common Legislature or Diet,